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merchants on board would have rather let us die with hun-
ger than give us a bit of bread) determined to go on by land.
Twenty-four of us, therefore, started at a venture, each car-
rying four basins of maize; and arriving at the Quisimie
rivers, which are four, one beyond the other, with great
labour and danger we crossed them by tying some trees
together, which we found on their banks.
The water is salt, for the sea, from the violence with which
it washes on shore, runs up all the rivers along this coast
some fifteen miles inland ; so that when we wanted to drink
we were obliged to dig wells. On reaching Capo de Passao
we found that the Indians had burnt the houses, and were
gone up to the woods. Getting to the other side of the
cape, we entered the gulf of Caraque, which lies under the
equinoctial line; but we did not know how to proceed; not
being able to cross over, and, having nothing better to eat,
we fed on crabs and yellow berries, which had so little flesh
on them, that we ate the kernels also, and drank the healthy
water of a little lake which we found between the woods and
the beach. There we stayed twenty-two days, until the ship
came to port; the master concluding for certain that we had
all died of hunger, or that the Indians had destroyed us. But
when he saw us, he immediately sent the boat; and resting
in the ship that night, I started the following morning to go
to Puerto Viejo. This town is inhabited by Spaniards; it
consists of twenty-two houses constructed with reeds and
thatched with straw. The province is nearly destroyed and
ruined: the natives had a great many emeralds, and keep
the mines to themselves; for although the Spaniards have
tormented many of them to death, they have never revealed
where they are. Yet I was told by a maggiordomo of Cap-
tain Giovan Dolmos, that an Indian woman, his concubine,
shewed him where one mine was situated, but he would not
publish it lest the king should wrest it from him for himself.1
i The true emerald is only found in Peru, and was therefore unknown